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tre. Everyone knew the piano rocital

would be by a world-class planist. Musical families

The Ambassador began by mention- I got to know Motoki at a private
ing the importance of the cultural di- concert and dinner at the Japanese
mension in his Embassy’s mission. He Residenoe and he kindly accopted my

invitation to attend the Dr L Subra-
- 8 maniam concert at the Royal Opera
— ® House. Apart from the abszolutely
stunning performance by the Subra-
= maniam family, Hirai was greatly im-
| presged with the beauty of the concert
hall and the guality of the Royal Oman
Symphony Orchestra,

Born into a highly gifted musi-

+

reminded us that cutstanding Japa-
nese musicians such as Seiji Ozawn
and Midori Gotoh perform in the great
venues of the world. The Berlin Phil-
harmonic Orchestra is currently con-
ducted by athirty-three year Japanese
violinist, Daishin Kashimoto,

=

(HEFH OV —«N T Y
>OIED ot U O AWM G EHEDS

A
POt
N
C1

BN

4|':|...i'.

I

BT SOSNAAN U i

BT N IE

=
1

| /11

A most brillilant & sensitive talent
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Ambassador Hisaeda introduced " cal family, Motoki studied piano and
acclnimed Japanese pianist, Motoki - = composition with his grandfather,
Hirai, by quoting from the critical the eminent composer HKozaburo
press, with the UK Guardian hailing  his approach to JS Bach's Organ Con-  was Motoki Hirai’s grand composition  Hirai Motoki's award-winning father,
him as ‘n most brillinnt and sensitive  certo in D Minor with a new arrange- - Scenes from a Native Land - Fanta-  Takeichiro Hirad, is acclaimed as one
talent with incomparable musicality’. ment after Vivaldi's Lestro Armonico  sie Japonaise. The piece commences  of the most distinguished cellist of his
This high praise is echoed by eriticsin = No11.,Op 3. with deep pinno drumming evocative  generation. Takeichire worked with
Mew York and other world capitals. In ' of powerful periods in the long his-  luminaries such as Villa-Lobos, Shos-
Japan hiz music is recognised as hav-  Sophisticated dramatic expression  tory of the nation and its noble origine.  takovich, Khachaturian, Britten and
ing “the sparks of genius’ To Chopin's lyrical melodiousness, Then Hiral's thunder-and-lightening  Segovia - and studied for several years

This exceptional artist was merely  Hirai adds subtle tonal contrasts and  fingers enact the dramas of time, place  with Pablo Casals. Motoki and his fa-
thirteen years of age when he com- sudden, yet understated, infusions and human action characteristic of ther have performed together at pres-
posed his first work, and Ambassa- of drama that magically blend into  the nation. tigious venues, including London's
dor Hisaeda announced that Oman  the natural flow of the music. With As the complex pilece unfolded I Wigmore Hall
was chosen for the premiere of three  an amazing affinity for sophisticated could see landscapes, war, peace and As noble and impressive as he is in
newly composed works set within  dramatic expression, Motoki seemed  the construct of civilization - and T  concert, Maestro Motokl s charming,
a program of popular piano classics born to play Beethoven, sending shiv- could feel the composer’s deep em-  warm-hearted and insightful in con-
from JS Bach, Beethoven, Chopinand  ers down the spine of each listener as  pathy with the struggles and achieve- versational interaction - a delight to
Mendelssohn. he articulated the magnificence and ments of his homeland. Motoki know. As Motoki has just celebrated

Maestro Motoki Hirai has mastered  lyrical depth of the famous Moonlight Hirai now lives in London and has his fortieth birthday, the world has
the art of giving well-known works a  Sonata. Motoki was equally brilliant  acquired an outside perspective that much more to gain both artistically
fresh interpretation that endows the with Mendelssohn's lively and com- has augmented his understanding and philanthropically from this ex-
music with new life, yet maintains its  plox Rondo Capricciose. of Japan and fired his imagination. ceptionally talented and generous
traditional appeal. This was evident in But the magnus opus of the concert  He was greatly affected by the tragic musician.
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(R LL U T T

T A B

3 | Euro News_ EliR7: & BHRET



